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The Honorable Sam J. Ervia, Chairman
Subcommittee va Constitutional Rights
Comumdttee on the Judiciary

United States Seoate

Washington, . C. 20510

My denr Mr, Chairman:

1 very much appreciate your giving me the opportunity to
appear besfors your Subcomrmittee in executive session on 8, 782,
I hope you snd the other members lound our preseatation useful.

in respouse to your request, I bave carefully reviewed the
transcript of that hearing to ascerisin if parts of my testimony
could be made public without creating serious security problems
for the Agency. I have concladed that this is not pessible.

In presenting our case in sxecutive session, 1 explained in
some detail our security problems and procedures with the under-
standing that none of my testimoay would be made public. Teo
publish any meaningful pertions of this testimony would, 1am
confidsnt, provide hostile intelligence services with information
which could be extremoly useful in their coutinuing and iotensive
campaign to peneirate, deceive xud harsss us. In sddition, if we
wess to take the unprecedented step of ruaking pablic some of the
detalls of our security procedures, it would definitely hamper us
in keeping the confidence and cooperation of sensiiive individual
clandestine sources and forelge intelligence services on whom we
aften rely.
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I would like to be as cooperative as possible in this matter,
but for the above reasons I feel that zay statutory responsibility for
protecting intelligence sources and methods preciudes me from:
agreeing to the publication of my testimony.

Sincerely,

78T RYelar® HoTdd
Kichard Helmas
Director
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